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unalterable, whatever provocations he met with. He was never moved
by affronts, unless to rejoice secretly under them, because he was sure to
find in them a hidden treasure of grace and an opportunity of vanquishing
himself. This is the fruit of the victory which perfect virtue gains over
self-love; and it is a more perfect sacrifice to God, a surer test of sincere
virtue, a more heroic victory, and a more glorious triumph of the soul to
bear a slander, an injurious suspicion, or an unjust insult in silence and
patience than the most shining exterior act of virtue; a language often re-
peated but little understood or practised among Christians. Perfect self-
denial, the most profound humility, and an eminent spirit of prayer were
the means by which St Vincent attained to this degree of perfection, and
he most earnestly recommended the same to his disciples. Humility he
would have them to make the basis of his congregation, and it was the
lesson which he never ceased to repeat to them, that they ought to study
sincerely to conceal even their natural talents. When two persons of
extraordinary learning and abilities once presented themselves, desiring to
be admitted into his congregation, he gave them both a repulse, telling
them, " Your abilities raise you above our low state. Your talents may be
of good service in some other place. As for us, our highest ambition is
to instruct the ignorant, to bring sinners to a spirit of penance, and to
plant the gospel-spirit of charity, humility, meekness, and simplicity in
the hearts of all Christians." He laid it down also as a rule of humility
that, if possible, a man ought never to speak of himself or his own con-
cerns, such discourse usually proceeding from and nourishing in the heart
pride and self-love. This indeed is a rule prescribed by Confucius,
Aristotle, Cato, Pliny, and other philosophers; because, say they, for any
one to boast of himself is always the most intolerable and barefaced pride,
and modesty in such discourse will be suspected of secret vanity. Egotism,
or the itch of speaking always of a man's self, shows he is intoxicated with
the poison of self-love, refers everything to himself, and is his own centre,
than which scarce anything can be more odious and offensive to others.
But Christian humility carries this maxim higher, teaching us to love a
hidden life and to lie concealed and buried, as being in ourselves nothingness
and sin.

St Vincent exerted his zeal against the novelties concerning the article
of divine grace which sprang up in his time. Michael Baius, doctor aad
professor of divinity at Louvain, advanced a new doctrine concerning tl*e
grace conferred on man in the two states before and after Adam's fall,
and some other speculative points; and Pope Pius V, in 1567, condemned
seventy-six propositions under his name. Some of these Baius confessed
he had taught, and these he solemnly revoked and sincerely coaderaaed
with all the rest in 1580, in presence of F. Francis Toletus, aftorwtrds
cardinal, whom Gregory XIII had sent for that very purpose to Lowwn